urban transport (RUT) -1,303 lexemes, railway transport (RT) -1,145 words, waterways transport (WT) -814 lexical units, and intermodal transport (IT) -1,639 words.
The following verbal forms are looked at: voice, aspect, tense, mood; both finite and nonfinite forms are discussed. Modal verbs are paid special attention.
Results

The Frequency and Distribution of Verbal Forms in Eleven Texts Analyzed
After the frequency and distribution of verbal forms have been examined, the achieved results are presented in Table 1 and and Diagram 5. Tarone et al. (1981) claim that active or passive forms are chosen based on rhetorical purposes. Bazerman (1984:177) maintains that verbal forms are used to convey certain meanings in written discourse.
Tense usage also proves that this is true (see Dimković-Telebaković 2008:120-1). Eight
English tenses are looked at here, which is illustrated in Table 1 and Table 2. The former table demonstrates verbal form frequency, and the latter their distribution. The most frequently used tense in the texts is the Present Simple (13.9%). Past participles (12.3%) and present infinitives (12.0%) are also often used in the analyzed texts, whereas the present participle (5.9%) occurs considerably less. Quirk et al. (1985, ch. 3) state that neutral terms (i.e. "-ing forms" and "-ed/-en forms") are more often employed in the relevant literature than the terms "present" and "past participles", but I use the latter to differentiate present participles from gerunds. Diagram 3
shows how frequently these forms occur in the texts. Modals (4.3%), the Past Simple (3.8%), gerunds (3.5%), the Future Simple (1.8%), conditionals (1.8%), the Present Perfect (1.4%) and perfect infinitives (1.2%) are less frequently used. The Present Continuous (0.9%), perfect participles (0.15%), the Past Perfect (0.1%), the Past Perfect Continuous (0.1%) and the Past Continuous (0.05%) are rarely used, as well as imperatives (0.05%) and subjunctives (0.05%). Barber (1962) and Wingard (1981) also claim that continuous verbal forms are very seldom in use in professional and scientific written discourse.
Diagram 1 Verbal forms related to Diagram 2 The relation between active other lexical units in specialized texts and passive verbal forms in specialized in transport and traffic fields texts in transport and traffic fields Diagram 3 The most commonly used verbal forms in eleven specialized texts in traffic fields
As far as verbal form distribution is concerned, the highest percentage of active forms (31.2%) is identified in waterways transport texts, while the lowest rate (23.7%) is displayed by road and urban transport texts. This is shown in Diagram 4.
Diagram 4 Active verbal form distribution in different fields of traffic and transport engineering
PTT texts, on the other hand, contain the highest value for passive forms (13.6%), and intermodal transport texts the lowest value (6.2%). Diagram 5 illustrates these results.
send"), as part of the Future-in-the-Past (e.g. "would have", "would cost", "would derive"), and as part of impersonal constructions (e.g. "is to be sent").
Conclusions
The case study shows that nearly 1/3 of all forms, used in the examined specialized written texts, are verbal forms. This finding points to the conclusion that these forms play a very important role in English specialist written discourse in the fields of transport and traffic engineering. The obtained results also reveal that actives occur more often (27.3%) than passives (9.4%) in these settings. Apart from active and passive forms, the most frequently employed verbal forms in the texts are the Present Simple (13.9%), past participles (12.3%) and present infinitives (12%), whereas present participles (5.9%), modals (4.3%), the Past Simple (3.8%) and gerunds (3.5%) are less used. Conditionals (1.8%), the Future Simple (1.8%), the Present Perfect (1.4%), perfect infinitives (1.2%), the Present Continuous (0.9%) and the Past Perfect Continuous (0.1%) and perfect participles (0.15%), the Past Continuous (0.05%), subjunctives (0.05%) and imperatives (0.05%) are even less frequently used in the analyzed texts.
Based on the analysis of only two texts out of eleven, the most frequently used verbal forms proved to have the following meanings and functions: the Present Simple can express the present state and a specific situation, can refer to topic generalizations, can make claims or explain the previous claims, can refer to topic specification, and can express ability or necessity, when combined with modals. Past participles can be used as adjectives, as part of present or past passive, as part of passive infinitives, as part of modal passives, as part of the Present or Past Perfect, as part of certain set phrases, and to shorten passive relative clauses.
Present infinitives are mainly used to express aims, or can be used as part of the Future Simple, as part of present modal, as part of the Future-in-the-Past, and as part of impersonal constructions.
These results have teaching implications. ESP practitioners should help their students learn verbal form usage in specialist written discourse appropriately.
